A hypothesis of the pathogenesis of preeclampsia.
The Atrial Natriuretic Factor discovered by De Bold in 1981, is currently being investigated by biochemists, physiologists and cardiologists. The physiological effects of this hormone closely resemble the normal changes occurring in pregnancy. Based on the experimental data published, the rise in the concentration of Atrial Natriuretic Factor in normal pregnancies may explain the physiological changes of pregnancy. It is postulated that the failure to induce a rise in the plasma concentration of Atrial Natriuretic Factor with its protective effects against the renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system will cause preeclampsia. A prospective study to compare serial Atrial Natriuretic Factor plasma concentrations with the pregnancy outcome from the point of view of preeclampsia is proposed to test this hypothesis.